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(News Release)

CASS Lodged Submission Contributing Suggestions For The Inquiry
To Review Language Education Provision In NSW

Recently, the NSW Board of Studies has invited the public to take part via submission
in its review of the provision of language education in the State. As a community
organisation with more than 20 years of experience in the provision of weekend
community language classes, CASS has made a submission to contribute to the
Review.

In its submission, CASS supported in principle the six proposals referred in the
Board of Studies’ Discussion Paper on Languages Review, however, it said
that these proposals were too broad and lacking in details. Even though there
was the White Paper on “Australia in the Asian Century” released by the
Federal Government earlier, there has been little evidence of investment in
language education by Governments in Australia, States and Federal alike.

CASS calls on the authorities to increase investment in language education to
achieve a viable long term objective required for the future of this country. It
suggested that there should be a common language strategy and bipartisan
approach both at Federal and State level, as well as sensitising the general
business sector to grasp the advantage and importance of employing bilingual
staff, correcting the overseas perception that Australia workforce has low level of

knowledge of Asia and its languages.

Quoting from respected source, CASS cited that Australia needed 50% of its
population to be fluent in an Asian language within 30 years or risked falling
behind other countries as in 1950s Asia contributed one fifth of world GDP only,
and by 2013, two fifth, and by 2050, it is expected to be half of the global
GDP. Most of the growth will come from China, India, Korea and Japan. There
are enormous potential opportunities for Australia if it focuses on and develops
its Asian language capabilities with our people to people communication
networks and skills, encompassing the cultural and historical links.

A recent audited result, it shows that there is a shortage of 2,500 Asian language teachersin
NSW at present, and there is a lot of “catch up” to do by the Authorities. Hence, CASS calls
on the Board of Studies to provide incentives for language study and adjust its
rating system to encourage more students to take the language subjects. An
effective strategy involving very little costs to the Governments but which would

enable a quick response in stimulating language study is for the State Government



to announce that studying of a language at a weekend community language
schools to be an extra-curricular activity taken into account when students are

applying for places in Selective high Schools.

There are many other suggestions made by CASS in its submission in enhancing
language education. For those people interested to know the details, they can call
the Secretary of CASS, Mr. Tony Pang, on 0412 512 027, or its Honorary Executive
Director, Mr. Henry Pan, on 0413 100 900 to ask for a copy of the CASS

Submission or to discuss the matter further.



